A twenty-year journey for freedom: the last Vietnanese refugee family
destined for Toronto arrives

The last Vietnamese refugee family destined folomty under thé&reedom at Last
Project has arrived in Canada on September 2% iline project initiated by the
Viethamese Canadian Federation in 2007 with thialootation of SOS VietPhi, VOICE
(U.S.-based Vietnamese Overseas Initiative for Ciense Empowerment), and the
support of Viethamese organizations in Canadaltle, and Australia. Hoang Nguyen
arrived in the Philippines in 1989 and was strantiede for almost 20 years until he and
his young family were admitted to Canada under mitaaan and compassionate
consideration by the government. Hoang's familyeluding his wife and their 6 young
children -- was sponsored by a group of volunteesdinated by Dr. Thua Ho, a former
President of the Viethamese Association of Tororton Anh Le, one of the
Association’s social workers, is the designatedteffresponsible for their resettlement.

A number of people representing the Associationthadsponsor group were at the
Pearson International Airport to welcome the newemnincluding: Quang Nguyen,
VAT’s President; Jacqueline Le, Dr. Khoi Nguyen,miers of VAT’s Board of
Directors; Manh Nguyen, Executive Director; Lucyuygn, Program Manager; Hung
Thai, staff officer; Tuan Phung, Mr. & Mrs. Can Ngun, members of the sponsor group;
and Jeffrey Trinh, Community Relations Organizeyn€ervative Party of Canada. Also
present were the representatives of some Vietnanmexge media, including Thoi Bao
Newspaper, Viet Times, Thoi Bao TV, SBTN.

Welcoming the Hoang family to Canada, VAT Presid@nang Nguyen statedTHe
Viethamese community in Canada is very gratefth@éadGovernment of Canada for giving
these unfortunate refugees the opportunity to ddibkir lives in peace and freedom in
Canada after living in despair in the Philippines fiimost 20 years following their escape
from the Communist regime in Vietnam.

The Association’s Executive Director Manh Nguyeaiddn his greetings,At this same
airport terminal 18 months ago, we have met withnganity sponsors and the media to
receive the first refugee arriving from the Philipps. We meet again today to receive the
last family. Over the last 18 months, VAT and comityisponsors have received 26
families of 81 people and helped them resettleanada. Among these 26 families, some
have resettled and adapted easily into their nésviti Canada. They found employment
and became financially independent within a fewksedter arrival. Some others took
longer as they have a large family or not in the dgacket where they can find suitable
employment readily. They needed more attentioncanel from their sponsors who have
spent more resources than expected to fulfill thbligatiort.

On his part, Hoang expressed his gratitude to fetn¥mese community in Canada and
the government of Canada for giving his family gdpgortunity to rebuild their life in this
country. He added] promise to meet your expectations by becomingaal gitizen,

and by raising my children to become future mod&lens of Canada



So far, 88 families (275 persons) have come to @anacluding 27 families (89 persons)
who resettled in Toronto. Other families went tba@a, Vancouver, Hamilton, Winnipeg,
Saskatoon, Calgary, and Edmonton. Thanks to tipedi¢heir sponsor groups, most of
these refugees became independent within 1 to 2hwaifter their arrival in Canada.
Currently, there are 2 cases (2 individuals) awgitipproval by Citizenship and Immigration
Canada.

The Honourable Jason Kenney, Minister of Citizepshmmigration and
Multiculturalism Canada, is particularly interesiadheFreedom at LasProject and the
Vietnamese refugees who have come to Canada undqroject. He attended a
Christmas party organized for the refugees by tis¢ndmese community in Ottawa and
the Viethamese Canadian Federation on Decemb&0P8, he went to the Ottawa
International Airport to welcome the last refugaeily destined for Ottawa under this
project, and more recently he paid a visit to tlea Nlghiem Buddhist Temple in
Burnaby, B.C., to meet the refugees who were spgedday the Viethamese community
in Vancouver.

Following are some pictures of Nguyen Minh Hoammifg, from the Philippines to
Toronto.




After moving to a house rented for them by VOICH thie Vietnamese Canadian Federation
- Photo: VVH



At Pearson International Airport in Toronto, Septem 29, 2009 - Photo: VAT

Beginning a new life in Canada: October 5, 200%he®: VAT
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