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Ngoc 
Thanh, 
Taiwan

Daniel Lo, 
Malaysia

Grace Vu, Malaysia

An Phong, Thailand

No picture of Nina, for security reasons
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Copyright.  Any use of the materials in this briefi ng, including pictures and drawings, shall require w ritten permission from CAMSA

Coalition to Abolish
Modern-day Slavery
in Asia (CAMSA)

Coalition to Abolish
Modern-day Slavery
in Asia (CAMSA)
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History & Achievements

• Founded Feb 2008
• Partners: BPSOS (US), International Society for Human Rights (Germany), 

Vietnamese Canadian Federation (Canada), Tenaganita (Malaysia), Taipei Women’s 
Rescue Foundation (Taiwan)

• Has rescued: 3,000 Vietnamese + 1,500 non-Vietnamese (Thai, 
Cambodians, Bangladeshi, Pakistani, Nepali, etc.)

– Labor trafficking
– Domestic servants
– Sex trafficking
– Foreign spouses
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Different forms of trafficking
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History & Achievements

• Contributed to the passage of anti-human 
trafficking laws of Malaysia, Taiwan and 
Vietnam

• Operating in:
– Malaysia

– Taiwan
– Thailand
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Vision & Strategies

• A world free of modern-day slavery
• Systemic trans-national solution to a 

systemic trans-national problem
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Nature of Human Trafficking

• Systemic: involving organized crimes, corporations, 
and sometimes governments (in case of Vietnam)

• Trans-national: involving source, destination and 
sometimes transit countries
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Some Stats

� Disparity in attention:

� 12.3 million victims of forced 
labor worldwide

� 1.3 million victims of sex 
trafficking

� 90% of prosecution cases 
involve sex trafficking

� Labor trafficking on the 
rise

� The end of the Cold War 
facilitates the flow of people 
across borders. 

� More developed countries need to 
import cheap labors to maintain 
competitive advantage.
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Our Focus: Labor trafficking 

of Vietnamese to other countries

• National labor export policy 
• 150 state-sanctioned labor 

export companies 
• 600,000 workers exported 

to over 30 countries since 
2001

• Each year 80,000 additional 
workers exported
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Case Study: W&D Apparel in 
Jordan
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W&D Apparel in Jordan (2008)

• Victims: 261 workers from Vietnam
• Traffickers: W&D Apparel, headquarters in Caohsiung, 

Taiwan; 4 Vietnamese
labor export companies

• Corporate customers: 
– Pennsylvania-based Aramark
– Texas-based Academic Sports

& Outdoor
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Systemic trans-national 
solution

• Systemic approach with 3 prongs:

Educate vulnerable 
populations

Strengthen 
civil society

Pass and enforce 
anti-human trafficking law

Rescue victims
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Trans-national: tracing to the 
rootsRescue victims 

in destination 
countries

Target 
exploitative 
employer

Target 
syndicates in 
destination 
and source  
countries

Influence legal  
frameworks in 

destination and 
source countries

Local operations to coordinate local activities

Civil suit, criminal prosecution, 
economic interests, public opinion

Civil suit, criminal prosecution,  
public education, exposes

Public opinion, diplomatic pressure, 
regional and international initiatives, 
economic sanctions

macro

micro
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Implementation
• 1999: Daewoosa American Samoa case

– 250 Vietnamese workers
– 30 Chinese workers

• 2000:
– Congress passed Trafficking Victims Protection 

Act:
• Established the US State Department Office to 

Monitor and Combat Trafficking (G/TIP)
• Annual TIP report with threat of economic sanctions 

tied to ranking: Tier 1, Tier 2, Watch List, Tier 3

• 2001-present: 
– Contributed to the implementation of the US 

Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000
– Helped launch a movement in the US
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Malaysia
• 2005-2007: 

– Exposed labor trafficking through 
specific cases

– Malaysia passed ATIP law

• 2008-2009: 
– Set up CAMSA operation in 2008
– Built capacity for NGOs to fight labor 

trafficking

• 2010-present:
– Train Vietnamese workers about 

Malaysia’s and Vietnam’s laws 
– Build coalition with NGOs 
– Advocate for amendments to 

Malaysia’s ATIP law
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Taiwan
• 2005-2008: 

– Exposed labor trafficking 
– Provided technical assistance to  government 

agencies and NGOs
– Recommended policy changes
– Involved US government

• 2009-2010: 
– Taiwan passed ATIP law
– Set up CAMSA operation in 2010 
– Organized Vietnamese spouses

• 2011: 
– Test legal framework with a solid labor trafficking 

case
– Advocate for amendments to ATIP law
– Train migrant workers
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Viet Nam

• 2005-2009:
– Exposed labor trafficking and government complicity
– Exposed unscrupulous labor export brokers

• 2010: 
– US ranked Vietnam in Tier 2 Watch List

• 2011: 
– Vietnam passed ATIP law
– US again ranked Vietnam in Tier 2 Watch List
– Educate vulnerable populations about human 

trafficking
– Publicize list of unscrupulous labor export 

companies
– Build capacity for organizations in Vietnam to 

prevent trafficking
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Be part of the solution
• Budget for 4-country operation: US $350,000/year

– $150,000 for Malaysia
– $120,000 for Thailand
– $ 50,000 for Taiwan
– $ 30,000 for Vietnam

• Form CAMSA Champion Team to:
– Raise funds
– Increase public awareness about labor 

trafficking
– Participate in advocacy campaigns

• Volunteer as intern or fellow
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More InformationMore Information

Website:  camsa-coalition.org
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Meeting Vietnamese brides of Taiwanese men in Shulin, April 2, 2011
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Tran Kim Tai and her children Tin Vu & Tu Du
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Tran Thi Soan, Grace Vu, Nguyen Thi Mai Lan, Penang, April 25, 
2011
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Meeting in Kao Hsiung, Mar. 26, 2011



38

����������	)�
����	����������	)�
����	����������	)�
����	����������	)�
����	
6
�����	��	������6
�����	��	������6
�����	��	������6
�����	��	������

( )�����
�	����	.�����	�
����	4��
	)�����
�	����	.�����	�
����	4��
	)�����
�	����	.�����	�
����	4��
	)�����
�	����	.�����	�
����	4��
	
!�
�
	��	��
	B���	0��
	!�
�
	��	��
	B���	0��
	!�
�
	��	��
	B���	0��
	!�
�
	��	��
	B���	0��
	���� ������������1	��
�1	��
�1	��
�1	��
�/ ///
��	��������	��������	��������	������



39

����������	)�
����	����������	)�
����	����������	)�
����	����������	)�
����	
6
�����	��	������6
�����	��	������6
�����	��	������6
�����	��	������

( )�����
�	����	������)�����
�	����	������)�����
�	����	������)�����
�	����	������7 777�	����
���	�	����
���	�	����
���	�	����
���	
-���
����
�	�
����	0�-�1	
�	�����	-���
����
�	�
����	0�-�1	
�	�����	-���
����
�	�
����	0�-�1	
�	�����	-���
����
�	�
����	0�-�1	
�	�����	
&	���	)��	&&	�
	�������	���	�������
�	&	���	)��	&&	�
	�������	���	�������
�	&	���	)��	&&	�
	�������	���	�������
�	&	���	)��	&&	�
	�������	���	�������
�	

�	����������	��
����	�
�����	���	
�	����������	��
����	�
�����	���	
�	����������	��
����	�
�����	���	
�	����������	��
����	�
�����	���	
����������	������	
�	���������	�������������	������	
�	���������	�������������	������	
�	���������	�������������	������	
�	���������	���



40

����������	)�
����	����������	)�
����	����������	)�
����	����������	)�
����	
6
�����	��	������6
�����	��	������6
�����	��	������6
�����	��	������

Meeting Father Nguyen Hung Cuong, Tao Yuan, Mar. 30, 2011
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Messrs. Lin Wann-I, Josh Chang, Taiwan’s National 
Immigration Agency (NIA)
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Mr. Christopher Chih, Ms. Wanda Chang, Mr. Eric Chen, NIA
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Sleeping quarters
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Kitchen
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Eating area
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An escapee (from a bad employer) with a pastor at her shelter
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Huynh Phong with a Filipino male nurse
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Dr. Regienald Afroilan, psychiatrist
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Mac Thi Lieu’s altar at Vietsville
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Her grave at the public cemetery in Puerto Princesa
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Duong Hong Tham & Nguyen Duc Vinh
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Tran Van Long & Lau Si Phuc families
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Con Dau refugees – where they live
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Con Dau refugees
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Hmong refugees: 4 families, one healthy man
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The Montagnard refugees – where they live
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Hmong refugees – critically sick man and his wife
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Behind their house
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Their sleeping and eating area
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Their kitchen
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Montagnard refugees
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Refugees in Thai Lan: Vo Kim Tien and her daughter Kim Vu
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Inauguration of the new service & information centre, May 14, 2011
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CAMSA Taiwan - Budget

• US $50,000 per year 
for 2 staff:
– $25,000 in salaries 

and health insurance
– $20,000 for operation 

(rent, utilities, supplies, 
photocopying, printing, 
transportation, 
telecommunication, 
etc.)

– $5,000 for admin and 
support (supervision, 
payroll, training, 
technical assistance, 
etc.)
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