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FEDERATION NEWS 
  
Message of Greetings from the Prime 
Minister, Vietnamese New Year (Year of 
the Buffalo)  
 
I am pleased to offer my warmest greetings 
to the members of the Vietnamese Canadian 
Federation on the occasion of the 
Vietnamese New Year, Têt Nguyen Dan. 
 
Tonight’s event welcomes the Year of the 
Water Buffalo with a celebration of the rich 
customs that are an integral part of 
Vietnamese culture. As the most important 
holiday for your community, Têt is a time 
for new beginnings and renewed hope, the 
opportunity to gather with family and friends 
to exchange warm wishes and look forward 
to a prosperous new year. 
 
I would like to thank the organizers of this 
event for their commitment to sharing the 
beauty of Vietnamese traditions with their 
fellow Canadians. As we embark upon this 
new year, let us renew our commitment to 
the principles and values that make it 
possible for us to reap the benefits of 
freedom. With hope and optimism, we will 
continue to accomplish great things in 2009. 
 

 
January – March 2009 
Janvier – Mars 2009 

2007 
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On behalf of the Government of Canada, 
please accept my best wishes for a most 
enjoyable event, and for a healthy and 
prosperous year. 
 
Stephen Harper 
 
OTTAWA 
2009 
____________________________________ 
Greetings from the Minister of Citizenship, 
Immigration and Multiculturalism 
 
January 7, 2009 

 
I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings 
to those celebrating the Lunar New Year 
holiday of T� t Nguyên � án.  On behalf of 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank the members 
of the Vietnamese Canadian Federation 
(VCF) for their dedication and contribution to 
Canadian society.   
 
I sincerely hope that members of the 
Vietnamese community across Canada will 
take a few moments during T� t celebrations 
to reflect upon the positive role they have 
played over the past year to ensure the 
strength of this great nation.  In particular, I 
would like to draw attention to the 
contributions of the VCF, whose efforts help 
to promote the Canadian values of 
democracy, freedom, human rights and the 
rule of law, and serve to foster a stronger, 
healthier and more vibrant community for 
everyone.  Canada is a wonderful success 
story, but it is contributions like these that 
help make that story even greater. 
 
Thank you again for your dedicated 
contributions and best wishes for luck, 
success and prosperity in the New Year.   
 
Cung chúc tân xuân! 

 

Sincerely, 
The Honourable Jason Kenney, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and 
Multiculturalism 
 

 
The Honourable Jason Kenney at the Christmas get-
together held to welcome the Vietnamese refugees in 
Ottawa, Dec. 20, 2009  
Photo: CIC 
 

Christmas get-together in Ottawa: 
welcoming Vietnamese refugees from the 
Philippines  
 
The Vietnamese Canadian Centre, in 
collaboration with the Vietnamese Canadian 
Community of Ottawa,  held a Christmas 
party on December 20, 2008, at the Plant 
Recreation Centre, to welcome the 
Vietnamese refugees who recently came to 
Canada under the Freedom at Last Project.  
This is an initiative undertaken in June 2007 
by the Vietnamese Canadian Federation in 
collaboration with VOICE (Vietnamese 
Overseas Initiative for Conscience 
Empowerment) and other organizations and 
individuals to bring to Canada for 
resettlement the refugees who had been 
stranded in the Philippines for almost 20 
years.   
 
The Honourable Jason Kenney, Minister of 
Citizenship, Immigration, and 
Multiculturalism -- the guest of honour of 
this event -- came at 6:45 p.m.  He was 
greeted by the representatives of the 
Vietnamese Canadian Federation (Danh T. 
Nguyen, Vice-President; Can D. Le, 
Commissioner for External Affairs & 
National Coordinator of the Freedom at Last 
Project), the Vietnamese Canadian 
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Community of Ottawa (Danh Lam Forsythe, 
President), Ha Quyen Nguyen, Chair of the 
Organizing Committee, and the 
representatives of some sponsor groups as 
well as some refugees.  After receiving a 
bouquet of flowers from 3 refugee children, 
the Minister was accompanied into the grand 
hall and introduced to other guests and 
participants by Can Le.   
 
Following the buffet dinner, the presentation 
of gifts and entertainment began with the 
Canadian and Vietnamese (Republic of 
Vietnam’s) national anthems presented by the 
students of the Tay Son Vietnamese 
Language School and the refugee children, 
and then with the greetings by Danh Nguyen 
and Danh Lam Forsythe.   
 
In his remarks, Minister Kenney welcomed 
the refugees to Canada on behalf of the 
Canadian government.  He thanked the 
Vietnamese community for having taken the 
efforts to help the refugees resettle in 
Canada.  He also commended the community 
for being able to raise $700,000 for the 
Vietnamese Boat People Museum Project (*).  
Following the Minister’s speech, Paul Dewar, 
Member of Parliament for Ottawa Centre; 
Yasir Naqvi, Member of the Ontario 
Legislature for Ottawa Centre; and Diane 
Holmes, City of Ottawa Councilor for 
Somerset Ward, all had warm welcoming 
words for the refugees and compliments for 
the Vietnamese community.     
 
The program of the evening continued with a 
presentation by Can Le on the Freedom at 
Last Project.  Of 91 families (275 persons) 
eligible to apply for resettlement in Canada 
under this project, 82 families (245 persons) 
have been approved, with 75 families (219 
persons) having arrived in Canada.  On the 
financial side, as of October 31st, 2008, the 
Vietnamese Canadian Federation has 
received about $230,000 and spent about 

$160,000, including $125,000 transferred to 
VOICE’s office in Manila, Philippines to 
help the refugees cover the application, 
medical examination, and landing fees, and 
transportation costs in the Philippines and 
from the Philippines to Canada; $28,000 
refunded to sponsor groups; and $6,000 on 
administration.    
 
In the presentation of Christmas gifts, 
Minister Kenney and other guests talked to 
each of the refugee families, and gave them 
gifts consisting of clothes, school supplies 
for children, kitchen wares, etc.  These were 
donated or purchased with donations from 
several individuals and businesses in the 
community.  On this occasion, Danh Lam 
Forsythe also gave  the refugees 
complimentary admission and refreshment 
tickets for the forthcoming Vietnamese 
New-Year festival, donated by the 
Vietnamese Canadian Community of 
Ottawa.   
 
The music entertainment was provided by 
the Vietnamese Alliance Church choir, Tuan 
Hoa, Duy Vinh, Tue Huy, Hong Nhung, 
Sabine Huynh, Anh Thu, Avery (Viet), 
Quoc Bao.  Sabine Huynh and Thanh Dung 
served as MCs.  Quoc Viet played the role of 
Santa Claus.  The sound system was 
provided and operated free of charge by Phu 
Hue.   
 
About 150 people were on hand for this 
occasion.  Also present among the guests, in 
addition to Minister Kenney, Paul Dewar, 
Yasir Naqvi, and Diane Holmes, were: Mary 
Lee of the Ottawa-Carleton District School 
Board; John Meideros of the Ottawa Police 
Service; Barbara Wright, former 
Headmistress of the Cambridge Community 
Elementary School; Tri Q. Le, Chairman of 
the Vietnamese Canadian Buddhist 
Association of Ottawa (Tu An Temple), 
Vice-President of the Executive Committee 
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of the Vietnamese Canadian Senior Citizens 
Association of Ottawa, and Acting President 
of the Board of Directors of the Vietnamese 
Canadian Centre; Pastor Cuong T. Do of the 
Vietnamese Alliance Church; Minh V. Le, 
President of the Vietnamese Catholic 
Community; and Hai T. Ngo, Ottawa 
Citizenship Court Judge.   
 
(*) Including $300,000 already received by 
the project or firmly committed and $400,000 
from the eventual sale of the property owned 
by the Vietnamese Canadian Centre at 249 
Rochester St., Ottawa.  The Centre will move 
to the Museum after it is completed.  
 

 
Helping Santa Claus give gift to children: the 
Honourable Jason Kenney at the Christmas get-
together held to welcome the Vietnamese refugees in 
Ottawa, Dec. 20, 2009  
Photo:  CIC 

 
Vietnamese refugees from the 
Philippines arriving in Ottawa  
 
After the Freedom at Last Project was 
initiated by the Vietnamese Canadian 
Federation in June 2007, the response of the 
Vietnamese community in the National 
Capital Region was overwhelmingly positive.  
In addition to the monetary contribution 
(about $35,000, including the $3,000 donated 
by the Tu An Buddhist Temple), 8 
community support groups were formed to 
welcome 15 families (59 persons) for 
resettlement in this area.  These groups are:   
 
Dieu Khong Temple (13 persons)  
   Nguyen Thi Thanh Le (2) 
   Nguyen Dang Hai (5) 
   Ngo Van Son (6) 

  
Pho Da Temple (15) 
   Nguyen Quoc Sanh (3) 
   Tran Quang Bao (5) 
   Truong Minh Hoang (5) 
   Truong The Linh (2) 
 
Vietnamese Catholic Community (6) 
   Tran Thi Tuyet Minh (6) 
 
Vietnamese Alliance Church (4) 
   Nguyen Van Teo (4) 
 
Lien Hoa (5) 
   Vu Ngoc Chinh (4) 
   Ho Thi Nhung (1) 
 
Ottawa Friends & Lac Viet Montréal (8) 
   Nguyen Thanh Nhan (6) 
   Nguyen Bao Dinh Duong (2) 
  
New Horizons (7) 
   Nguyen Duy Quang (7) 
 
NVC & LQS (1) 
   Nguyen Thi Phat (1)  
 
Up to now, 14 families (49 persons) have 
arrived in Ottawa, one family (Nguyen Van 
Teo)has been approved and in the process of 
completing the exit procedure in the 
Philippines, and only one family (Nguyen 
Duy Quang) remains to be processed. 
 
Among those families who have come here, 
Nguyen Dang Hai’s has gone to Edmonton, 
Truong Minh Hoang’s to Toronto, and Ho 
Thi Nhung to Smiths Falls (she has relatives 
there) who recently returned to live in 
Ottawa. 
 
The Vietnamese Canadian Centre was able 
to arrange for 5 refugees -- Nguyen Bao 
Dinh Duong, Nguyen Thi Phat, Nguyen 
Quoc Sanh, Nguyen Thi Thanh Hien, Tran 
Dung Linh, Tran Quang Bao, and Ngo Van 
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Son – to work at Komtech, a manufacturing 
firm in Kanata, in addition to 3 other persons 
who have come to Canada before. 
 
Tran Dung Linh’s family also welcomed a 
new arrival: a baby girl on October 10, 2008. 
 
Among the 90 families (279 persons) 
applying for resettlement in Canada under the 
Freedom at Last Project, 81 families (249 
persons) have been approved, including 75 
families (219 persons) who have arrived in 
Canada.  At present, there are still 9 families 
(30 persons) awaiting the government’s 
decision.   
 

 
Ottawa Friends welcoming Nguyen Thanh Nhan 
family to Ottawa, Apr. 19, 2008 
Photo: VCF 
 
Vietnamese Boat People Museum Project 
 
After two and a half years  of location 
scouting, , the Vietnamese Canadian 
Federation has finally found a site  for the 
Vietnamese Boat People Museum.  This is a 
piece of vacant land at the opposite corner of 
the Vietnamese Commemorative Monument 
in Ottawa (Preston St. & Somerset St. West).  
It has been purchased at a price of $600,000 
and will be possessed by the Federation on 
March 15, 2009.  At the same time, the 
Federation has been able to sell its property 
located at 249 Rochester St. – which 
currently houses the Vietnamese Canadian 

Centre, at $400,000 to use the proceeds for 
the Museum project.  The office of the 
Federation as well as the operation of the 
Centre will be moved to the Museum 
building once it’s completed. 
 
So far, the fund-raising campaign of the 
project has brought the following results: 
 
Phase 1 (to November 2007): $90,000 
(received); Phase 2 (to December 2008): 
$265,000 (received and firmly committed)   
 
The total proceeds (actual and expected), 
$755,000 represent about 37.5% of the total 
project cost of $2 million.  The Federation 
plans to raise the remaining amount in 2009 
in order to start the Museum’s construction 
in 2010. 
 
Contributors can now make donations by 
sending in money orders, using VISA or 
PayPal.  More information can be obtained 
on the Federation’s website, 
www.vietfederation.ca.   
 
Human Rights in Vietnam 
 
Letter from VCF to Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and International Trade 
 
December 10, 2008 
 
The Hon. Lawrence Cannon, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Int. Trade 
125 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, ON 
K1A 0G2 
 
Re. Violations of Human Rights in Vietnam 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
I’m pleased to send to you herewith a 
declaration of the Committee for Human 
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Rights in Vietnam dated today, December 10, 
2008.   
 
We support the Committee’s appeal to all 
democracy and freedom cherishing 
governments in the world to raise their 
voices, to apply pressure on the Vietnamese 
government: (1) to prevent violations of 
human rights; (2) to demand an immediate 
and unconditional release of all those who are 
under arrest or imprisoned because of their 
fight for human rights and democracy, and 
(3) to return the fundamental freedoms to the 
Vietnamese people. 

Trusting that our request will receive a 
positive response from you, I remain, 
 
Yours respectfully, 
 
(original signed by Can D. Le, Commissioner 
for External Affairs) 
 
for Ut V. Ngo 
President, Vietnamese Canadian Federation 
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Sixty years ago, on December 10, 1948, 
close to 200 countries in the world adopted 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
at a meeting of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations.  Vietnam, under the 
Communist dictatorship, also signed this 
declaration on 1988.  In reality, however, 
over the last 20 years, the Vietnamese 
Communist government Vietnam has not 
respected this crucial document.  On the 
contrary, it has used all the subtle means to 
cruelly subdue, prevent, and persecute those 
who want to participate in the struggle for 
human rights in the country. 
 
Vietnamese authorities, under the absolute 
control of the monopolistic Communist 
leadership, have resorted to lies and 
distortions to cover up their serious 
violations of human rights towards its 
citizens.  On the other hand, they have never 
disseminated this Universal Declaration to 
the Vietnamese people.  Nor have they taken 
any action to honor human rights advocates.  
On the contrary, they used the vague 
provisions of Section 88 of the Criminal 
Code “spreading propaganda against the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam…” to silence 
these people.  The Vietnamese government 
has arrested and imprisoned numerous 
human rights and democracy advocates in 
their campaigns of terrors and suppression, 
most significantly in March 2007 and 
September 2008.    
 
Based on the spirit of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, and 
recognizing that human rights are of utmost  
importance to the Vietnamese people, the 
Committee for Human Rights in Vietnam 
was founded on December 10, 2006, in the 
increasingly strong waves of struggle for 
human rights and democracy, regardless of 
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the threat of terrors and suppression on the 
part of the government, to fight for the 
absolute respect of human rights, and for the 
return of the fundamental freedoms to the 
Vietnamese people.      
 
On the occasion of the second anniversary of 
the founding of the Committee for Human 
Rights in Vietnam, we hereby praise the 
efforts taken by human rights and democracy 
advocates in Vietnam in trying to overcome 
all the obstacles in their struggle; we 
congratulate them for the awards bestowed 
on them by international human rights 
organizations as well as Vietnamese 
foundations aiming at encouraging them in 
their heroic struggle.   
 
As well, on this occasion, we call upon all 
human rights organizations and all the 
governments in the world which cherish 
freedom and democracy to raise their voices 
to apply pressure on the Vietnamese 
government: (1) to prevent violations of 
human rights; (2) to demand an immediate 
and unconditional release of all those who are 
under arrest or imprisoned because of their 
fight for human rights and democracy, and 
(3) to return the fundamental freedoms to the 
Vietnamese people. 
 
(The list of the political dissidents and 
prisoners who are being held at various 
locations throughout Vietnam by the 
Communist government is attached to this 
letter).  
��

 
Human Rights Watch Asia Report: 
Stop Muzzling the Messengers: 
Journalists and Bloggers Jailed, Fired, and 
Harrassed  
 
(New York , January 8, 2009) – The editors 
of two leading Vietnamese newspapers were 

fired on January 2, 2009, the latest in a 
series of measures by the Vietnamese 
government to stifle criticism and dissent, 
Human Rights Watch said today. In 
December, the government announced strict 
new regulations banning internet blogs that 
disseminate politically sensitive content 
deemed subversive by the government.  
   
During the last three months, two journalists 
and one blogger have been tried and 
convicted on criminal charges. The press 
credentials of at least four journalists have 
been revoked after they covered topics such 
as farmers’ protests, relations with China , 
freedom of expression, and human rights. 
All media in Vietnam are owned or 
controlled by the government.  
   
“ Vietnam is one of the few countries where 
people can be locked up on charges of 
‘abusing democratic freedoms,’” said Brad 
Adams, Asia director at Human Rights 
Watch. “ Vietnam ’s donors should continue 
to insist that the government stop its 
criminalization of peaceful expression.”  
   
On January 2, Nguyen Cong Khe, editor of 
Thanh Nien (Young People) and Le Hoang, 
editor of Tuoi Tre (Youth), were dismissed 
from their jobs. Their sacking followed the 
conviction in October of reporters from their 
newspapers – Nguyen Viet Chien of Thanh 
Nien and Nguyen Van Hai from Tuoi Tre – 
for exposing a major corruption scandal, in 
which government officials pocketed 
millions of dollars in funds from Japan and 
the World Bank to gamble on football 
matches. Chien was sentenced to two years 
in prison and Hai to two years of “re-
education” on charges of “abusing 
democratic freedoms to infringe upon the 
interests of the state” under article 258 of 
Vietnam ’s penal code.  
   

MEDIA REPORTS �
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In an unusual development, both newspapers 
used their front pages to criticize the two 
reporters’ arrests in May 2008, and the 
leaders of several journalists’ associations in 
Vietnam also spoke out against the arrests. 
The deputy editors of both publications were 
replaced in response, and the critical outcry 
quickly died down.  
   
“The World Bank and Japan should come to 
the defense of these investigative reporters 
and their editors,” said Adams . “They should 
make it clear to the Vietnamese government 
in public and in private that this kind of 
retribution for good journalism is not 
acceptable.”  
   
The December regulations prohibit blogs 
from disseminating or linking to content that 
opposes the government, undermines national 
security and social order, or reveals state 
secrets. Vietnam’s deputy minister of 
information and communication, Do Quy 
Doan, has said that blogs should be limited to 
personal content and refrain from posting 
articles or opinions regarding politics, 
religion, and social issues. Do Quy Doan has 
publicly stated that the ministry intends to 
solicit the assistance of the internet 
companies Google and Yahoo to “regulate” 
and “detect” the content of blogs and 
websites. Yahoo is part of the Global 
Network Initiative, which was formed to 
address issues of corporate responsibility 
when dealing with censorious governments.  
   
The use of the internet in Vietnam , primarily 
at inexpensive internet cafes, has skyrocketed 
during the last decade. Currently there are 
approximately 20 million internet users (out 
of a population of 84 million) and more than 
1 million blogs, according to government 
statistics.  
   
“Yahoo 360” is one of the most popular 
blogging platforms. In May, Yahoo offered a 

number of services that cater specifically to 
Vietnamese bloggers, such as a Vietnamese-
language search engine and user-friendly 
links to Vietnamese singers.  
   
The government controls internet use by 
monitoring online activity, harassing and 
arresting cyber-dissidents, and blocking 
websites of democracy and human rights 
groups, opposition political parties, and 
independent media based in Vietnam and 
abroad. Internet service providers and 
internet cafe owners are required to obtain 
photo identification from internet users, and 
to monitor and store information about their 
online activities.  
   
In December 2008, the Ho Chi Minh City 
appeals court upheld the 30-month prison 
sentence of an internet blogger, Nguyen 
Hoang Hai (or Dieu Cay), founder of the 
Free Journalists Club in Vietnam . He had 
posted articles online and participated in 
rallies protesting China ’s claims to the 
disputed Spratley and Paracel Islands . The 
Vietnamese government considers such 
activism to complicate its relations with 
China . Comments on this subject have led 
to the interrogation and detention of other 
activists and cyber-dissidents. VietnamNet, 
an online news source, was fined US$2,000 
after it published an editorial on the subject.  
   
In July 2008 a court in Kien Giang Province 
upheld a five-year prison sentence for 
Truong Minh Duc, an internet reporter, land 
rights activist, and Vietnam Populist Party 
member, for “abusing democratic 
freedoms.”  
   
“The irony of these charges is that there are 
no ‘democratic freedoms’ in Vietnam ,” said 
Adams . “The Vietnamese government 
would do well to allow the media these 
freedoms.”  
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Source: HRWAsia@aol.com 
 
First Vietnamese American Congressman 
 
Jonathan Tilove, The Times-Picayune  
& Lauren Victoria Burke / The Times-
Picayune; Tuesday January 6, 2009 
 
Rep. Joseph Cao, R-La., is sworn in as a 
member of Congress on Tuesday, January 6, 
2008 on Capitol Hill in Washington.  
 
WASHINGTON -- The 111th Congress was 
sworn into office Tuesday, including Anh 
"Joseph" Cao of New Orleans, who took the 
oath on the House floor to become the first 
Vietnamese-American member of Congress. 
Shifting his 4-year-old daughter, Betsy, from 
his right arm to his left, Cao raised his right 
hand as he swore to "support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States from all 
enemies, foreign and domestic." His other 
daughter, Sophia, 5, stood just behind her 
father on a back bench where newer members 
of Congress sit. 
 
The oath was administered en masse to 
members of Congress by Rep. Nancy Pelosi 
of California, freshly re-elected as speaker of 
the House. She told the members of the new 
Congress that "we are accepting a level of 
responsibility as daunting and demanding as 
any persons in positions of leadership have 
ever faced." 
 
Moments earlier, Pelosi asked the members 
to thank their families, and Cao, 41, could be 
seen tilting his head back and gazing up to 
scan the House gallery to find his wife, Hieu 
"Kate" Hoang, like him a refugee from 
Vietnam, and his elderly parents who, as 
Saigon was about to fall to the Communists 
in 1975, sent the 8-year-old Cao, his brother 
and a sister to America and a new life. 
 
Cao's father, a lieutenant in the South 
Vietnamese Army, was soon after sent to a 

Communist "re-education camp, " where he 
spent seven years. Cao's mother remained in 
Vietnam to raise her other five daughters 
and wait for her husband's release. She was 
able to visit her husband only five times in 
seven years. They now live with one of 
Cao's sisters near Mary Queen of Vietnam, 
the Catholic Church that is the center of 
New Orleans' thriving Vietnamese 
community. 
 
Cao is one of three new members in the 
seven-strong Louisiana delegation. Two 
doctors -- John Fleming, R-Minden, and Bill 
Cassidy, R-Baton Rouge -- also were elected 
this fall. Louisiana's House delegation now 
has only one Democrat, Charlie Melancon of 
Napoleonville. 
 
Center of attention 
 
No new member of Congress has garnered 
as much attention as Cao, whose upset 
victory over nine-term incumbent William 
Jefferson, an African-American Democrat 
representing a majority-black district, 
stunned the political world. 
 
Cao, a slight man with a ready smile and 
prominent pompadour, wore a dark suit, but 
his wife and two young daughters were 
stunning in their colorful ao dai, traditional 
long silk dresses made in Vietnam.  In the 
halls of Congress, they stood out.  "They're 
just beautiful, " said Rep. Rodney 
Alexander, R-Quitman. 
 
Cao's swearing-in was the fulfillment of an 
extraordinary family saga. 
 
On Monday, his parents flew from New 
Orleans to be there. They stayed with a 
daughter in Falls Church, Va., just outside 
Washington, and arrived on Capitol Hill just 
as their son was heading to the ceremonies. 
His mother, Khang Thi Tran, 73, wheeled 
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her husband of 50 years, My Quang Cao, 77, 
round-faced and wearing a gray wool cap, 
from the Rayburn House Office Building to 
the Capitol, up ramps, into and out of 
elevators, and eventually to a special spot in 
the House gallery. 
 
Cao's father, who his family says suffers both 
from diabetes and post-traumatic stress 
disorder, spends most of his days sitting 
alone in a darkened room listening to 
Vietnamese-language radio. He seldom talks. 
His daughter said his seven years in what she 
called a "concentration camp" only led him to 
hate the Communists more, a judgment he 
affirmed with a nod and a firm expression. 
Neither of the parents speaks much English, 
though Cao's mother is a citizen who was 
able to vote for her son. 
 
'Do something to help' 
 
While he was in the Communist-run camp, 
the elder Cao wrote his son in America. "He 
told him to do something to help society, " 
said Thanh Tran, Cao's sister in Falls Church, 
who left for America with Cao and another 
brother in 1975, though they were soon 
separated. 
 
Tran said their highest ambition for their son 
was that he become a priest, an even more 
exalted status, in their mind, than a member 
of Congress. Cao studied six years to be a 
Jesuit priest before choosing politics. 
 
Cao lived with his sister in Virginia in 1996 
while teaching at a Catholic middle school. 
But Tran said she didn't know he was running 
for Congress until she read in The 
Washington Post that he had been elected.  
Still, she wasn't entirely surprised. His calm 
demeanor notwithstanding, she said her 
brother has always been driven to do great 
things.  "He always wanted to go somewhere, 
" she said. Even as a Jesuit seminarian, she 

said, "he was seeking a higher rank than just 
a priest." 
 
Getting down to business 
 
On his first day as a congressman, Cao got 
off to a fast start. While waiting to be sworn 
in on the House floor, he learned about a 
resolution being offered by Rep. Ed Royce, 
R-Calif., calling on the U.S. government to 
reinstate Vietnam on the list of "Countries of 
Particular Concern" for gross violations of 
religious freedom, and signed on. 
 
"Vietnam has been atrocious on human 
rights and religious freedom, " Cao said. 
 
He returned to his office mobbed by well-
wishers.  The office, 2113 Rayburn, already 
has a secure place in history. In 2006, the 
FBI raided the office seeking evidence 
against Jefferson, who is facing trial this 
year on corruption charges. It was the first 
time the FBI had raided an office of a sitting 
congressman. On Tuesday, it was 
overflowing with a lively mix of New 
Orleanians, inside-the-Beltway officialdom 
and Vietnamese. 
 
"Somebody who's a good photographer 
please come up and take a picture of this 
audience; it's a hell of an audience, " said 
Bryan Wagner to the crowd after Judge 
Robert Murphy of Jefferson Parish 
readministered the oath. 
 
Cao calls Wagner, a big white-mopped 
teddy bear of a New Orleans pol, "pop." It 
was Wagner who guided Cao's Cinderella 
campaign, which did much to assuage 
Wagner's disappointment at the loss suffered 
by Sen. John McCain, a friend, in the 
presidential campaign. 
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Distinguished Vietnamese Canadian 
Scientist: Professor Raymond Le Van 
Mao, Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry, Concordia University 
 
Dean’s Award for Distinguished 
Scholarship, 2007-2008 
 
The Dean’s Award for Distinguished 
Scholarship recognizes “a body of published 
scholarly work of a standard sufficient to 
have brought greater national or international 
recognition to the Faculty of Arts and 
Science.” 
 
Credited with 38 inventions, Dr Raymond Le 
Van Mao has also authored more than 200 
scientific papers, presentations, and technical 
reports during his impressive career as a 
scientist whose approach to research in 
catalysts is summed up by his departmental 
chair in her letter of nomination as an 
“unfailing optimism that success is just 
around the corner.” The result, she writes, is 
that “he shows an untiring dedication to his 
science”. 
 
She describes his research in the following 
terms: 
 
For more than 30 years, he has been working 
on the development and characterization of 
catalysts for use in petrochemical processes 
which include “cracking” -- the process of 
breaking down large hydrocarbon molecules 
from heavy oil distillates into smaller ones as 
found in diesel and gasoline. He is an expert 
recognized internationally for the use of 
microporous minerals called zeolites to carry 
out these conversions. 

 
Dr Le Van Mao began as a pioneer in a field 
which has now become a key research 
priority in Canada and abroad. In the last five 

years, his research is being applied on a 
nano-scale to two processes – thermolytic 
cracking to produce precursors for plastic 
materials and synthetic fibres from gas oils, 
and second, the production of biofuel from 
the breakdown of cellulose feedstocks. Both 
projects have real and timely significance in 
a world struggling towards renewable and 
sustainable energy sources, a point stressed 
by M. Jean-Marc Proulx, President and CEO 
of Valeo Management, one of Dr Le Van 
Mao's industrial partners, when he says that 
this research “will have great positive 
economic, social, and environmental impact 
in the future”. 
 
Dr Le Van Mao's current research is 
supported by a $200,000 grant from 
NSERC, the National Science and 
Engineering Research Council of Canada. 
But he has also been highly successful in 
attracting funding from the business 
community: in the last four years alone, he 
has gained $900,000 in research contracts 
from such sources as Valeo Management, 
Nova Chemicals, HydroBiotech Inc., and 
from the Ministère de développement 
économique et innovation, Québec. Their 
investment has paid off in several ways, 
among them, in the eight patents (Canadian, 
American and international) for which he 
has applied in the last five years. Further 
evidence of the continuing interest outside 
the university in applications for his research 
lies in the fact that he has been invited to 
make presentations to various international 
companies on his findings – Shell, SABIC, 
LC Petrochemicals, Hydro-Québec, and 
Engelhard, to name a few. 
Dr Le Van Mao's contributions to the 
scientific community are indicated in the 
respect which his research has earned among 
his colleagues. He is a member of the 
editorial boards of two of the leading 
journals in his field, Catalysis Letters, and 
Topics in Catalysis, and he has served as a 

PROFILE �
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grant reviewer for NSERC, the National 
Science Foundation, and the American 
Chemical Society (Petroleum Research 
Funds). He has also served as a reviewer for 
numerous journals in his own research area 
as well as for others of more general interest 
to an audience in chemistry and 
nanotechnology. 
 
Dr Le Van Mao completed his early studies 
in Viet Nam before moving to France for his 
doctorate. In Europe, he held various 
research positions in France and Italy before 
coming to Concordia in 1982 as a Research 
Associate Professor in Chemistry and 
Biochemistry, becoming an Associate 
Professor in 1991. He was promoted to the 
rank of Full Professor in 2002. His CV lists 
77 refereed papers and book chapters since 
1990, frequent conference and seminar 
presentations, presentations to corporations, 
active collaboration with researchers in 
Milan, Paris, Lyon, and with Dr Jacques 
Monnier of the Industrial Innovations Group 
in Natural Resources Canada. 
 
An important element of Dr Le Van Mao's 
accomplishment is his work with students. In 
the last 6 years, he has supervised 12 PhD 
and MSc students, two postdoctoral fellows, 
3 research associates, 17 undergraduates 
undertaking research projects in his lab, and 
his senior undergraduate course in catalysis 
remains very popular among students. Prof. 
Turnbull, in her letter nominating him for this 
award, notes that she often finds him 
“working at the bench with his students and 
other research personnel, a sight which is 
rarely seen in the labs of established faculty” 
Dr Turnbull's letter praises Dr Le Van Mao 
as a distinguished scientist and an 

exceptional individual, acknowledging his 
sense of humour and his ability to work with 
others. She says that “his love of society and 
desire for improving society are very evident 
and clearly serve as a premise for his 
research”. But she also drew the Awards 
Committee's attention to another aspect of 
Dr Le Van Mao's achievement, a tribute to 
his creativity and diversity: he has written a 
novel in Italian. 
 
In acknowledgement of these and other 
research achievements and of the 
recognition which they have brought to 
Concordia's Faculty of Arts and Science, Dr 
Raymond Le Van Mao is a worthy winner of 
a Dean's Award for Distinguished 
Scholarship for 2007-2008. 
 
Source: Concordia University 
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