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FEDERATION NEWS 
  
VCF reacts to the arrest of political 
dissident Nguyen Tien Trung � Letter to 
DFAIT Minister Lawrence Cannon 
 
July 17, 2009 
 
Letter to the Honourable Lawrence Cannon, 
M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
I�m writing to request your intervention in 
the case of a young political dissident 
scientist, Mr. Nguyen Tien Trung, who was 
arrested on July 7, 2009 by the Vietnamese 
Communist government for �anti-
government activities� under Article 88 of 
the Criminal Code. 
 
Born in Vietnam in 1983, Mr. Trung went to 
France in 2002 to pursue his studies, 
completing a Master�s degree in Computer 
Science in France in June 2007.   
 
Since 2006, he started to write on political 
issues, advocating for democracy and 
freedom in Vietnam, and founded the Viet 
Youth for Democracy (VYD).  In the 
summer of the same year, he organized a 
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worldwide Democratic Marathon to promote 
democracy in Vietnam.  In the course of this 
event, he had the opportunity to meet several 
world leaders including Prime Minister 
Harper, Minister Jason Kenney, President 
George W. Bush, Mr. RenØ van der Linden, 
Chair of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe, and other international 
politicians.   
 
After returning to Vietnam, he continued to 
write and to meet with those who shared his 
political ideas and also with foreign 
governments� representatives in Vietnam to 
advocate for democracy in Vietnam. 
 
In March 2007, he was drafted for military 
service.  While in the army, he was pressed 
repeatedly to recite the Ten Oaths of the 
People�s Army of Vietnam, including a 
pledge of allegiance to the Communist Party 
of Vietnam and to Socialism.  As well, he 
was forced to write a statement to renounce 
his adherence to the Democratic Party of 
Vietnam. He never complied with these 
requests. 
 
On July 6, 2009, Trung was discharged from 
the army.  The following day, he was arrested 
and charged with �spreading propaganda 
against the state�.  
 
The arrest of Mr. Nguyen Tien Trung follows 
a pattern of harassment and persecution of 
political dissidents that the Vietnamese 
Communist government has used over the 
last few years to silence democracy and 
human rights advocates in the country, first 
with the imprisonment of Father Nguyen Van 
Ly, then writer Tran Khai Thanh Thuy, 
followed by the four young lawyers including 
-- Nguyen Van Dai, Le Thi Cong Nhan,  Le 
Tran Luat, and Le Cong Dinh (cf. my letter to 
you date June 18, 2009), former Lieutenant-
Colonel Tran Anh Kim recently, and now 
Nguyen Tien Trung.   

The continuing persecution of political 
dissidents by the Communist authorities is 
an impediment to the social and political 
development in Vietnam, which Canada has 
spent a lot of resources to promote over the 
last two decades.  It is about time that 
Canada should review its foreign aid 
program toward Vietnam to ensure that 
Canadian public resources are used in the 
most effective way. 
 
Trusting that our request will receive a 
favourable response from you, I remain,  
  
Yours sincerely, 
Ut Ngo 
President, Vietnamese Canadian Federation  
 
Member of Parliament Paul Dewar 
expresses concerns over the arrest of 
Vietnamese political dissident Nguyen Tien 
Trung 
  
Letter to the Hon. Lawrence Cannon, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International 
Trade 
 
July 28, 2009 
 
Dear Minister Lawrence Cannon,  
 
Through previous correspondence I have 
brought the ongoing persecution of political 
dissidents in Vietnam to your attention. The 
arrests, imprisonment and mistreatment of 
political dissidents continue in Vietnam in 
stark contrast to Vietnam�s international 
commitments as spelled out in the United 
Nations International Covenant of Civil and 
Political Rights.  
 
In addition to previous cases I have brought 
to your attention, I have received the news 
of the arrest of a young political dissident 
scientist, Mr. Nguyen Tien Trung, who was 
arrested on July 7, 2009 by the Vietnamese 
Communist government for �anti-
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government activities� under Article 88 of 
the Criminal Code. 
 
The continued persecution of Vietnamese 
democratic movement is of great concern to 
Canadians.  Recent arrests indicate an 
increasing level of political crackdown in the 
country. It is time for the international 
community, particularly Canada, to speak out 
against the government�s actions and seek an 
end to the assault against peaceful and 
democratic activists in Vietnam. 
To that end, I urge you to echo the 
community�s concerns in a statement that 
recognizes the persecution of the democratic 
movement in Vietnam and calls for an 
immediate and unconditional release of 
political prisoners.  
  
I look forward to your action, 
  
Paul Dewar, M.P. 
Ottawa Centre 
New Democrat Foreign Affairs Critic 
 
A twenty-year journey for freedom: 
the last Vietnamese refugee family 
destined for Toronto arrives 
 
The last Vietnamese refugee family destined 
for Toronto under the Freedom at Last 
Project has arrived in Canada on September 
29.  This is the project initiated by the 
Vietnamese Canadian Federation in 2007 
with the collaboration of SOS VietPhi, 
VOICE (U.S.-based Vietnamese Overseas 
Initiative for Conscience Empowerment), and 
the support of Vietnamese organizations in 
Canada, the U.S., and Australia.  Hoang 
Nguyen arrived in the Philippines in 1989 
and was stranded there for almost 20 years 
until he and his young family were admitted 
to Canada under humanitarian and 
compassionate consideration by the 
government.  Hoang�s family -- including his 
wife and their 6 young children -- was 

sponsored by a group of volunteers 
coordinated by Dr. Thua Ho, a former 
President of the Vietnamese Association of 
Toronto.  Kim Anh Le, one of the 
Association�s social workers, is the 
designated officer responsible for their 
resettlement.  
 
A number of people representing the 
Association and the sponsor group were at 
the Pearson International Airport to 
welcome the newcomers, including: Quang 
Nguyen, VAT�s President; Jacqueline Le, 
Dr. Khoi Nguyen, members of VAT�s Board 
of Directors; Manh Nguyen, Executive 
Director; Lucy Nguyen, Program Manager; 
Hung Thai, staff officer; Tuan Phung, Mr. & 
Mrs. Can Nguyen, members of the sponsor 
group; and Jeffrey Trinh, Community 
Relations Organizer, Conservative Party of 
Canada.  Also present were the 
representatives of some Vietnamese news 
media, including Thoi Bao Newspaper, Viet 
Times, Thoi Bao TV, SBTN.   
 
Welcoming the Hoang family to Canada, 
VAT President Quang Nguyen stated, � The 
Vietnamese community in Canada is very 
grateful to the Government of Canada for 
giving these unfortunate refugees the 
opportunity to rebuild their lives in peace and 
freedom in Canada after living in despair in 
the Philippines for almost 20 years following 
their escape from the Communist regime in 
Vietnam.� 
  
The Association�s Executive Director Manh 
Nguyen, said in his greetings, � At this same 
airport terminal 18 months ago, we have met 
with community sponsors and the media to 
receive the first refugee arriving from the 
Philippines. We meet again today to receive 
the last family. Over the last 18 months, VAT 
and community sponsors have received 26 
families of 81 people and helped them 
resettle in Canada. Among these 26 families, 
some have resettled and adapted easily into 
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their new life in Canada. They found 
employment and became financially 
independent within a few weeks after arrival. 
Some others took longer as they have a large 
family or not in the age bracket where they 
can find suitable employment readily. They 
needed more attention and care from their 
sponsors who have spent more resources 
than expected to fulfill their obligation�. 
  
On his part, Hoang expressed his gratitude to 
the Vietnamese community in Canada and 
the government of Canada for giving his 
family the opportunity to rebuild their life in 
this country.  He added, � I promise to meet 
your expectations by becoming a good 
citizen, and by raising my children to become 
future model citizens of Canada.�  
 
So far, 88 families (275 persons) have come to 
Canada, including 27 families (89 persons) 
who resettled in Toronto.  Other families went 
to Ottawa, Vancouver, Hamilton, Winnipeg, 
Saskatoon, Calgary, and Edmonton.  Thanks to 
the help of their sponsor groups, most of these 
refugees became independent within 1 to 2 
months after their arrival in Canada.  Currently, 
there are 2 cases (2 individuals) awaiting 
approval by Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada. 
 
The Honourable Jason Kenney, Minister of 
Citizenship, Immigration and 
Multiculturalism Canada, is particularly 
interested in the Freedom at Last Project and 
the Vietnamese refugees who have come to 
Canada under this project.  He attended a 
Christmas party organized for the refugees by 
the Vietnamese community in Ottawa and the 
Vietnamese Canadian Federation on 
December 20, 2008; he went to the Ottawa 
International Airport to welcome the last 
refugee family destined for Ottawa under this 
project, and more recently he paid a visit to 
the Hoa Nghiem Buddhist Temple in 
Burnaby, B.C., to meet the refugees who 

were sponsored by the Vietnamese 
community in Vancouver. 
 
Following are some pictures of Nguyen 
Minh Hoang family, from the Philippines to 
Toronto.  
 

 
Their �residence� in Manila (April 2009) � Photo: 
VVH 
  

 
The whole family of 8 lived in this hut - Photo: VVH 
 
  



 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Vietnamese Bulletin vietnamien, Vol. 24, No. 3 

 
5 

 
At Pearson International Airport in Toronto, 
September 29, 2009 - Photo: VAT 
 

 
Beginning a new life in Canada: October 5, 2009 - 
Photo: VAT 
 
News bulletin, Vietnamese Association of 
Toronto and Vietnamese Canadian 
Federation (www.vietfederation.ca) 
 

Minister Jason Kenney visits 
Vietnamese refugees in Vancouver 
Through the coordination of the Vietnamese 
Canadian Federation and the Hoa Nghiem 
Buddhist Temple in Burnaby, B.C., 
Citizenship, Immigration, and 
Multiculturalism Minister Jason Kenney has 
met, on September 6 at the temple, some of 

the Vietnamese refugees who recently 
arrived in Canada under the Freedom at Last 
Project.   This is an initiative launched by 
the Federation together with SOS VietPhi, 
and VOICE, and with support from 
numerous Vietnamese organizations in 
Canada, the U.S., and Australia to resettle in 
Canada 90 refugee families who have been 
stranded in the Philippines for close to 20 
years. 
 
The Minister was accompanied in his visit 
by Thérèse Vermette, Regional Director of 
Communications; Ronald Leung, Senior 
Regional Advisor; and Dr. Alice Wong, 
Member of Parliament for Richmond, B.C.   
On hand to welcome the Minister on behalf 
of the Temple were Venerable Thich 
Nguyen Thao, the temple’s head monk; 
Lawyer Hoi Trinh, who spearheaded the 
campaign to resettle the refugees several 
years ago; Lawyer Lisa Nguyen, Executive 
Director of VOICE (Vietnamese Overseas 
Initiative for Conscience Empowerment); 
Max VO, member of VOICE’s Board of 
Directors; Kathy Nga Nguyen, coordinator 
of the event’s Organizing Committee; 
several community representatives and about 
200 members of the Vietnamese community 
in Vancouver.  Most of the 23 refugee 
families who resettled in the Vancouver 
were also present. 
 
At the ceremony, Kimberly Dang, a young 
refugee girl, presented the Minister with a 
bouquet of flowers, and Le Van Khong, who 
came to Canada in January 23, 2009 with his 
wife and 6 children, presented to him  --  to 
pass on to Venerable Thich Nguyen Thao -- 
with a cheque of  US$ 7,817.41 to pay for 
the loan that the Vietnamese Canadian 
Federation and the Hoa Nghiem Temple 
made to him in the Philippines to pay for his 
family’s air fares and other expenses.  
Venerable Thich Nguyen Thao indicated 
that this money will be used by the Temple 


