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| FEDERATION NEWS |

Vietnamese New-Year Greetings —
Message from the Prime Minister

It is with great pleasure that | extend my
personal greetings to the members of the
Viethamese Canadian Federation and to
everyone celebrating Tét, the Lunar New
Year.

Tét Nguyen Dan, the Lunar New Year, is a
season of hope and new beginningstime

to gather with family and friends to
exchange warm wishes and look forward to
a prosperous new year. As you welcome the
Year of the Tiger, you will have an
opportunity to celebrate the significant
contributions Vietnamese Canadians have
made to our nation, while reflecting upon
the good fortune we all share in living in one
of the most privileged countries in the world.

Since 1980, the Vietnamese Canadian
Federation has been promoting solidarity
amongst Viethamese Canadian Associations
from across Canada while fostering
fellowship amongst Canadians of different
backgrounds. | would like to commend
everyone associated with this organization
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for your efforts and for sharing the beauty of The Hanoi government plans to carry out

Vietnamese traditions with the community at Similar trials of other political dissidents
large such as Le Cong Dinh, Nguyen Tien Trung,

Tran Huynh Duy Thuc, and Le Thang Long
later this month.

On behalf of the Government of Canada,

please accept my best wishes for happiness, More recently, the Vietnamese government
good health and prosperity in the New Year. sent its police to the An Phu Hamlet in
Hanoi to take down a Holy Cross that has

The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P. been on top of a nearby hill for over 100
years. When the Dong Chiem parishioners

Ottawa 2010 in the area tried to protect the cross, they
were savagely beaten back by the police, and

VCF reacts to the recent imprisonment of some of them were taken away.

political dissidents in Vietnam —

Letter to DFAIT Minister Lawrence The above incidents follow a persistent

Cannon pattern of suppression of non-violent
political activities and persecutions of

January 8, 2010 religious organizations that the Vietnamese
Communist regime has been determined to

The Hon. Lawrence Cannon, P.C., M.P. carry out, despite strong international

Minister of Foreign Affairs and Int. Trade protests.

125 Sussex Drive

Ottawa, ON In view of Canada’s role in helping Vietham

K1A 0G2 in its socio-economic and political

development, we would like to suggest that
Re. Persecution of Political Dissidents and ~ You make it once again clear to the

Suppression of Religious Freedom in Vietnamese government that these actions
Vietnam are unacceptable by Canada and other

countries which uphold the fundamental
Dear Sir: human rights of their citizens.

| would like to bring to your attention the Trusting that our request will receive a
current persecution of political dissidents and favourable response from you, | remain,
suppression of religious freedom by the

Hanoi government. Yours sincerely,
Ut Ngo

| attached herewith a news item dispatched President, Viethamese Canadian Federation
by the Associated Press on the sentencing of

Mr. Anh Kim Tran, a retired officer of the = Press Release

People’s Armed Forces, to 5 and a half years

in prison for “working to overthrow the Vietnamese Canadian Federation

State”. In fact all that Mr. Tran did was condemns Hanoi's brutal suppression of
joining the Group 8406 to advocate Ppolitical dissidents

democratic changes and respect for human

rights in Vietnam through non-violent means.
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The Vietnamese Canadian Federation today present his view on the need for political

strongly condemns the harsh sentencing of
four political dissidents by a court set up by
the Vietnamese Communist authorities in
Saigon (officially referred to as “Hochiminh
City”) yesterday, January 20.

These political dissidents were convicted
under Section 79 of Vietnam’s criminal code
for “carrying out activities aimed at
overthrowing the people’s administration”.
The sentences they received were as follows:

Tran Huynh Duy Thuc, 43, a former internet
company owner and businessman: 16 years
Nguyen Tien Trung, 26, IT engineer and
blogger: 7 years

Le Cong Dinh, 41, lawyer: 5 years

Le Thang Long, 42, businessman: 5 years.

Last month, a court in Thai Binh Province
convicted Tran Anh Kim, a former lieutenant
colonel of the Viethamese Communist army,
to 5 ¥z years in prison under the same charge.

Originally, all five defendants were charged
under Section 88 of the Criminal Code,
“conducting propaganda against the state”.
The Vietnamese government decided to use
Section 79 in order to intimidate other

potential dissidents. In fact, all that the
defendants did was calling for democratic
reform in Vietnam through peaceful means.

Among those convicted, Nguyen Tien Trung
and Le Cong Dinh are best known for their
pro-democracy views, both at home and
abroad.

In 2006, while studying in France, Nguyen
Tien Trung formed a group called Viet Youth
for Democracy. He was received by
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper on
November 9, 2006 in Ottawa, when he was
on a tour visiting prominent world leaders,
including U.S. President George W. Bush, to

reform in Vietnam.

-

Photo: Prime Minister’s Office, Ottawa

Le Cong Dinh, who studied law at Tulane
University in Louisiana on a Fulbright
scholarship, was legal counsel in some high-
profile human rights cases, and once
represented Vietnamese fish farmers fighting
an unfair trade complaint brought by U.S.
catfish growers.

According to Amnesty International, this

trial “made a complete mockery of justice,
disregarding fundamental human rights such
as the principle of presumption of innocence
and the right to defense. The prosecution
gave no evidence to support the indictment,
and the judges deliberated for only 15
minutes before returning with the judgment,
which took 45 minutes to read and clearly
had been prepared in advance of the
hearing”.

The brutal treatment of the above five
political dissidents follows a pattern of
policy aimed at cracking down on anyone
who has the courage to appeal for political
changes in the country. Some previous
prominent cases include the house arrest of
Buddhist leader Thich Quang Do, the
imprisonment of Father Thadeous Nguyen
Van Ly and young lawyers Le Thi Cong
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Nhan and Nguyen Van Dai, and the recent
use of thugs to beat up dissident writer Tran
Khai Thanh Thuy.

“This behaviour on the part of the
Vietnamese Communist authorities shows
that they are desperate enough to resort to
all their power to suppress an increasingly
restless population who, thanks to the new
communications technologies, see how
people in other countries enjoy democracy
and freedom and demand the same for
themselves”said Ut V. Ngo, the Vietnamese
Canadian Federation’s President.

The Federation calls upon the leaders of
those countries providing development aid to
Vietnam to make it known to Vietnamese
authorities that their blatant disregard of the
fundamental right of freedom of expression
of its citizens is totally unacceptable to the
community of civilized countries.

It's about time that these countries review
their aid to Vietnam to see whether it's really
beneficial to the Vietnamese people.

-30-

For immediate release
January 21, 2010@yww.vietfederation.ca

Tribute to Marion Dewar —
Vietnamese Boat People Museum Gala

On November 19, the Federation held a gala
in Ottawa to pay tribute to the late Mayor of
Ottawa Marion Dewar, who spearheaded
Project 4000 in 1979 to rescue thousands of
Vietnamese refugees who were then stranded
in Southeast Asia. Following is a report on
this event.

After four months of preparation, the second
fund-raising gala in Ottawa for the
Vietnamese Boat People Museum Project

was finally held by the Vietnamese

Canadian Federation on November 19, 2009
at the Sala San Marco Banquet Hall on
Preston Street. This event also featured a
tribute to the late Mayor of Ottawa, Marion

Dewar, who spearheaded Project 4000 in
1979 to resettle in Canada thousands of
Indochinese refugees — the majority of
whom were Viethamese boat people, then
stranded in Southeast Asia.

About 325 guests were present at the gala,
including a number of dignitaries and
representatives of various ethnocultural
organizations and social service agencies in
Ottawa:

i

Nhung Nguyen (Organizing Committee), Minister
John Baird,

Christine Nguyen, Can D. Le

Photo: Ha Quyen

- The Honourable John Baird, Minister of
Transport, Infrastructure, and Communities
- Paul Dewar, Member of Parliament for
Ottawa Centre, and his sisters Liz and
Cathy Dewar
- Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac, Member of
Parliament for Ste Hyacinthe — Bagot, QC,
and her
husband Claude Guimond, Member of
Parliament for Rimouski — Neigette —
Témiscouata -Les Basques, QC
- Yasir Naqvi, Member of the Ontario
Legislature for Ottawa Centre
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- Diane Holmes, Ottawa City Councillor for
Somerset Ward
- Marlene Catterall, former Member of
Parliament for Ottawa West
- Reverend Rick Reed, Senior Pastor of the
Metropolitan Bible Church
- Anna Chiappa, Executive Director,
Canadian Ethnocultural Council (CEC)
- Sjarif Ismail, President, Alek Choo, Monica
Wu, Robert Yip, members of the Board of
Director and Robert Corbeil, Program
Director of the Ottawa Asian Heritage Month
Society (OAHMS)
- Sonia del Rosario, representative of the
Filipino Community of Ottawa
- Tyler Meridith, Chairman of the Board of
Directors, and Jocelyn Glover and
Safia Nawaz of the Ottawa-Carleton
Immigrant Service Organization (OCISO)
- Dau-Thi Huynh, member of the Board of
Directors and Jack McCarthy, Executive
Director of the Somerset West Community
Health Centre (SWCHC)
- Dr. Stephen Blizzard, the army surgeon
who accompanied the first planeload of
Vietnamese refugees arriving in Canada in
1979
- Dean Michael Kelly of the University of
Ottawa’s Talfer School of Management
- Dr. Qais Ghanem, Co-Host of tbealogue
with DiversityProgram of CHIN Radio
- Reynolds Francis, Vice-President of the
Van Lang Non-Profit Housing Centre
- Khanh Vu, member of the Board of
Directors and Grace Xin, Executive Director
of the
Somerset Street Business Improvement
Association

- Denis Roberge, representative of the RCMP

- Staff Sergeant John Medeiros and
colleagues from the Ottawa Police
Department

- Mary Lee of the Ottawa-Carleton District
School Board

- Eleanor Ryan, Sue Pike, Barbara Gamble,
and Norma McCord, former vounteers of

Project 4000, and members of the Project

4000 Book Committee (which was
instrumental in the publication of the book

Gift of Freedom: How Ottawa welcomed the
Vietnamese, Cambodian, and Laotian

refugeedy Brian Buckley)

- Author Brian Buckley

- Donna Holtom, former Chief of Staff of

the late Marion Dewar

- Marian Ngo and Steve Vo of the office of

the Honourable Jason Kenney, Minister of
Citizenship, Immigration, and

Multiculturalism

- Drs. Nguyen Quoc Hung, Le VanTrang,

and Nguyen Nhu Thanh from Montreal

- Jacqueline Quyen Thu Ha Le, President

and Joseph Nguyen Dinh Tuyen,
Vice-President of Saigon Broadcasting

Television Networks (SBTN) in Toronto

- Danh Lam Forsythe, President of the

Vietnamese Canadian Community of Ottawa

- Pastor Cuong Do of the Vietnamese

Alliance Church of Ottawa

- Tri Q. Le of the Vietnamese Canadian

Seniors Association and the Viethamese
Canadian Buddhist Association of Ottawa

(Tu An Temple)

- Song An Hoang, President of the

Vietnamese Veterans Association of Ottawa

- Uy Q. Le of the Hieu Giang Buddhist

Temple

- Mike Harrison, Valerie Bach, Mary Tang,

Minh Nguyen and other members of
Vietnamese Youth and Culture (VYC).

The late Marion Dewar, Calgary, August 2008
Photo: Hong Phan
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M.P. Paul Dewar and his sister Cathy Dewar
Photo: Sam — Ut / Ottawa

The Honourable Jason Kenney, was unable to
attend due to a conference on citizenship in
Toronto, but sent his greetings in which he
states,

| am pleased to extend my warmest greetings
to all those participating in this fund-raising
gala to support the establishment of the
Vietnamese Boat People Museum. On behalf
of Prime Minister Stephen Harper, | would
like to thank the Vietnamese Canadian
Federation for your dedication to promoting
awareness of the struggles and triumphs of
the Boat People.

Although my schedule did not permit me to
attend tonight, this is a project that is close to
my heart and one that my team and | have
spent long hours to action. The sacrifices of
over a million and a half Viethamese who
fled from Communism after the fall of South
Vietnam remind us-all how lucky we are as
Canadians to enjoy the provisions of
democracy in our day to day lives. By
establishing a museum for the Boat People,
we will be given an opportunity to share in
the resilient spirit of our families, friends and
neighbours, who have endured and preserved
over oppression and injustice and who have
contributed to our multicultural heritage.

Hosted by CBC TV personality Adrian
Harewood, assisted by Christine Nguyen,
the gala started with a reception from 5:30
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. followed by a buffet
dinner, a special tribute to Marion Dewar,
and a live auction featuring Ottawa lawyer
Lawrence Greenspon, replacing Dave Smith
who was invited on short notice to Angola
for a meeting with its President on a public
housing project.

M.C. Adrian Harewood, Christine Nguyen
Photo: Quy Luong

Minister Baird, unable to attend the whole
gala due to other commitments on
Parliament Hill, made some remarks before
leaving. He praised the Viethamese
community for launching the Vietnamese
Boat People Museum Project and
specifically mentioned the community’s
efforts in initiating a project to sponsor close
to 300 Viethamese refugees who were
stranded in the Philippines for almost 20
years for resettlement in Canada.

Following the dinner, Can D. Le,
Viethnamese Boat People Museum Project
Leader thanked all the participants on behalf
of the Vietnamese Canadian Federation and
the Organizing Committee. He was
followed by Diane Holmes who brought
greetings from the Mayor and City Council
of Ottawa. She was particularly pleased to
note that the Vietnamese Canadian
Federation was able to purchased the piece
of land near the Vietnamese
Commemorative Monument, which had
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been vacant for over 20 years, to build the
Museum.

The program of the gala continued with
remarks by four speakers on the role of
Marion Dewar in Project 4000 and its impact
on the refugee sposnorship efforts in Ottawa:
Tina Mai, a dentist who came here as a child
with her family in 1979; Caroline Fitzpatrick,
of the Anglican Church; Leonard Gerbrandt,
Mennonite Church; and Joe Courtright,
Catholic Church.

Rabbi Reuven Bulka of the Congregarion
Macknikei Hadas in Ottawa was unable to
come but also sent his greetings in which he
states,

This colossal rescue project (Project 4000)
is Marion's crowning, and most definitive
achievement in a life full ofso many
highlights. We were blessed to have her, we
are blessed by her legacy, and having all this
being preserved so tangibly in a Museum will
help maintain a past glory into a future focus.

Paul Dewar, on behalf of the Dewar family,

thanked the Vietnamese community and all
the speakers for paying tribute to his mother
and expressed his belief — given the strong
and wide public support of the Viethamese
Boat People Museum Project — that it WILL

be built.

Yasir Naqvi, who had to leave the gala early
for another function, expressed his feelings
on the Museum project afterward as follows:

The Vietnamese Boat People Museum will be
a cultural treasure in the heart of
Centretown. It will showcase the cultural
diversity, courage, and strength which make
Ottawa such a strong community. | would
like to thank all who support this project and

| can’t wait to visit!

Councillor Diame Holmes
Photo: Quy Luong

M.P.s Claude Guimondand Eve-Mary Thai Thi Lac,
Jacqueline Le Quyen Thu Ha, Can D. Le
Photo: Sam — Ut/ Ottawa

The tribute to Marion Dewar also featured a
presentation entitledMarion and us by
Nhung Hoang, a lawyer who came to
Canada as a refugee in 1981, atte songs
Wind beneath my wingserformed by Linh
Nguyen, The Boat Peoplé&ong(composed
by Dick Maloney in 1979, specifically
dedicated to the Boat People) by Huy Dien
and the Ottawa Music Band, arBbnjour
Vietnamby Ivy O.

Viethamese Bulletin vietnamien, Vol. 26, No.4



Safia Nawaz and Jocelyn Glover (OCISO), M.P.P.

Yasir Naqvi,
Former M.P. Marlene Catterall
Photo: Sam — Ut/ Ottawa

Singer vy O
Photo: Tuan Trinh

Auctioneer Lawrence Greenspon
Photo: Quy Luong

Viethemese Boat People Museum
Artist’s rendition by John Le

Through this event, the Vietnamese

Canadian Federation was able to raise about
$30,000 for the Vietnamese Boat People
Museum Gala project.

It was was reported by the CTV
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxceGH
JpQzg, the Ottawa Citizen (November 23,
2009), and major overseas Vietnamese
media.

The gala is supported by a number of public
institutions, non-profit organizations, and
businesses in the Ottawa area including the
CBC — Radio Canada, the Ottawa Citizen,
the Ottawa Police, the Catholic Immigration
Centre (CIC), the Somerset West
Community Health Centre (SWCHC), the
Ottawa-Carleton Immigrant Service
Organization (OCISO), and the Canadian
Ethnocultural Council (CEC).

The Vietnamese Boat People Museum
Project was launched in December 2005 by
the Vietnamese Canadian Federation with
two purposes: (1) to present the historical
facts of the quest for freedom of Viethamese
refugees, the majority of whom were the
boat people, and their reception worldwide;
and (2) to showcase the contribution of the
Vietnamese community to the resettlement
countries. So far, the Federation has been
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able to raise about $750,000 toward an
estimated budget of $4.3 million. A piece of
land has been bought on April 30, 2009 to
build the Museum, at the opposite corner
from the Vietnamese Commemorative
Monument (intersection of Preston and
Somerset Streets in Ottawa) that the
Federation built in 1995.

The Federation is continuing its fund-raising
efforts with the aim of starting the
construction of the Museum in 2011.
Contributions to the project can be sent to:
Viethnamese Canadian Centre / Museum
Project, 249 Rochester St., Ottawa, ON
K1R 7M9 Canada All donations above
$5.00 will be issued receipts for income tax
purposes.

More information on this project can be
found on the Federation’'s website,
www.vietfederation.ca

Vietnamese Canadian Federation
Ottawa, December 9, 2009
www.vietfederation.ca

MEDIA REPORTS

Vietnam, dissident Pham Thanh Nghien
sentenced to 7 years

by Nguyen Hong, Asia News, Jan. 31, 2010
(AsiaNews.it)

The writer, 32, was arrested in 2008. After a
half-day trial, she was found quilty of

"propaganda against the state". In the last
three months, 14 dissidents convicted.

Hanoi (AsiaNews) - The Vietnamese
government yesterday sentenced Pham
Thanh Nghien, a Vietnamese dissident writer
to 4 years in prison plus 3 under house arrest
after a half-day trial in the northern city of

Haiphong. The charge, typical of such
farcical trials, is of "spreading propaganda
against the state.”

Nghien, 32, was convicted in November
2008 for protesting against the Vietnamese
position — which she considered too soft —
over control of the Paracel and Spratly
Islands, disputed with China, and requested
the authorities for permission (denied) to
hold a demonstration against a rise in
inflation.

However, according to her lawyer, at
yesterday's hearing - held behind closed
doors — she was charged in relation to
defamation of public officials, in an article

in which Nghien accused them of pocketing
money intended for families of Viethamese
fishermen killed by the Chinese navy in an
accident in 2007,

The ruling came despite an appeal by three
U.S. senators, who two days ago asked the
Hanoi authorities to release Nghien and Tran
Khai Thanh Thuy, another dissident,
defining the accusations against them
"seriously flawed". Last week, a court in Ho
Chi Minh City sentenced four activists to 5
to 16 years in prison for "subversion."

With Nghien’s trial, the total number of

dissidents to stand trial in Vietnam over the
last three months is now 14. Analysts say the
crackdown on dissent is due to a struggle
between factions ahead of the next
Communist Party Congress, scheduled for
January 2011. This would also explain
clashes with the Catholic Church, which
continues to maintain the support of the
population.
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Vietnam convicts democracy activists of
subversion

By BEN STOCKING
Associated Press Writer, Jan. 20, 2010

HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietham (AP) --
Vietnam convicted four democracy activists
of trying to overthrow the communist
government on Wednesday and sentenced
them to up to 16 years in prison for
promoting multiparty democracy.

The most well known of the four defendants,
U.S.-trained human rights attorney Le Cong
Dinh, received a relatively light five-year
sentence after judges at the Ho Chi Minh
City People's Court deliberated for just a
half-hour. The court apparently showed
leniency because Dinh acknowledged
breaking the law during his testimony.

"From the bottom of my heart, | myself and
these three other defendants had no intention
to overthrow the government,” Dinh told the
court.

The stiffest sentence in the one-day trial was
given to Tran Huynh Duy Thuc, an Internet
entrepreneur who testified that he had sought
ways to improve Vietnam's political culture
and root out corruption but insisted he had
done nothing wrong.

Dinh, Thuc and a third defendant could have
been sentenced to death.

Western diplomats and human rights groups
slammed the verdict, saying the defendants
had been punished for peacefully expressing
their political views.

The trial came as factions jockey for power
in advance of next year's Communist Party
congress, and some observers have
speculated that the current crackdown on
dissent is connected to the upcoming political
transition. Vietnam has convicted 10 other
democracy activists in the last three months.

None of them is better known than Dinh. In
addition to handling high-profile human
rights cases, he once represented Vietnamese
fish farmers fighting an unfair trade
complaint brought by U.S. catfish growers.
During closing arguments at a 2007 human
rights trial in Hanoi, Dinh made a highly
unusual public plea for freedom of
expression.

A panel of judges found that the defendants
had committed "an extremely serious”
national security crime by joining the
outlawed Democratic Party of Vietham and
collaborating with overseas Vietnamese
groups dedicated to ousting the communists.
But they said some of the defendants,
including Dinh, had shown remorse and had
good personal records.

The court said it also took into account the
fact that the defendants had been "coerced
by hostile forces" from overseas who oppose
Vietnam's communist government. Dinh
testified Wednesday that he had been
influenced by Western ideas while studying
in the United States.

They were found guilty of violating Article
79 of Vietnam's criminal code, which
prohibits "carrying out activities aimed at
overthrowing the people's administration."

Defendant Nguyen Tien Trung, who formed
a student group called Viet Youth for
Democracy in 2006 while studying
information technology in France, received a
seven-year sentence.

The last defendant, Le Thang Long, who
was tried as an accomplice, received a five-
year sentence.

All of them received from three to five years
of probation.
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Dinh said he had broken the letter of the law
but had never intended to overthrow the
government.

"The Democratic Party of Vietham called for
a multiparty system and political pluralism,
and my participation in this group constitutes
a violation of Article 79," Dinh said.

Dinh, the former vice chairman of the Ho Chi
Minh City Bar Association, studied law at
Tulane University in Louisiana on a
Fulbright scholarship.

"During my studies overseas, | was
influenced by Western attitudes toward
democracy, freedom and human rights,” Dinh
testified.

Trung showed remorse during his testimony,
saying he regretted joining the Democratic
Party of Vietham and founding his student
democracy group.

"My actions violated Vietnamese law," said
Trung, 26. "I was immature and made a
mistake."

The other two defendants denied wrongdoing
and said they had only signed confessions
under duress.

Thuc, 43, acknowledged organizing

something called the Chan Study Group,
which prosecutors say was committed to
undermining the government. But Thuc said
the group was simply formed to do research
and make policy suggestions to Vietnamese
leaders.

Le Thang Long, 42, acknowledged joining
the study group, but said it was lawful.

"I'm innocent,” Long said, testifying that he
had been subjected to "psychological
terrorism" by the security police.

Foreign reporters and diplomats watched the
trial in a separate room at the court on a

closed-circuit television that was sometimes
inaudible. They were prohibited from
bringing cameras or recording devices.

Ken Fairfax, the U.S. consul general in Ho
Chi Minh City, expressed disappointment
with the verdict.

"We would like to reiterate our deep concern
over the arrest and conviction of persons for
the peaceful expression of their beliefs,
political and otherwise, by the government
of Vietnam" he said.

New York-based Human Rights Watch
condemned the proceedings.

"Vietnam's hostility toward freedom of
expression and peaceful dissent is becoming
increasingly flagrant in the run-up to next
year's party congress,” said Brad Adams, the
organization's Asia director.

These included proposals that the
government lift internet and blogging
controls and prohibitions on privately owned
media; allow groups and individuals to
promote human rights, express their
opinions and publicly dissent; expedite local
registration of religious organizations and
equitable resolution of religious property
disputes; take steps to abolish the death
penalty; repeal or amend national security
laws used to criminalize peaceful dissent,
and release peaceful prisoners of conscience.

Vietnam also refused to issue standing
invitations to UN rights experts to visit
Vietnam , including UN special rapporteurs
on freedom of expression, religious freedom,
torture, human rights defenders, and
violence against women, and the UN
Working Group on Arbitrary Detention.

“Vietham — a member of the UN Security
Council — has made a mockery of its
engagement at the UN Human Rights
Council,” said Pearson. “Vietnam rejected
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even the most benign recommendations
based on the international covenants it has
signed, such as allowing people to promote
human rights or express their opinions.”

Of the 93 recommendations accepted by the
Vietnamese government, many consisted of
only broad statements of intent to “consider”
proposals by member states. Vietham also
claimed to have already carried out — or to be
in the process of carrying out — recommended
measures to ensure full respect of freedom of
religion and to prevent violence and
discrimination against ethnic minorities.

“Like China, Vietham has rebuffed the
Human Rights Council in an effort to sanitize
its abysmal rights record,” said Pearson. “The
UN’s rights review offers proof to the world
that despite international concern, Vietnam
has no real intention of improving its record.”

Vietnamese state television broadcast the first
20 minutes of the interactive dialogue, which

Democratic Party of Vietnam, which like all
parties in Vietnam other than the ruling
Communist Party, is banned. Of those
arrested, at least five — including the
prominent rights lawyer Le Cong Dinh —
have been prosecuted on national security
charges. More than a dozen other dissidents
and democracy activists arrested during the
last year on national security charges await
trial.

“Vietham’s ongoing arrests of peaceful
dissidents and church activists — conducted
even as the UN was evaluating its rights
record — shows its flagrant disregard for its
international human rights obligations,” said
Pearson. “Member states should deliver a
clear message to Vietnam that it needs to
uphold its international rights
commitments.”

The Vietnamese Bulletinvietnamienis a
quarterly newsletter published by the

included speeches by representatives of sevenvietnamese Canadian Federation.

friendly states who lined up early, but the
broadcast was terminated when Canada’s
representative, who was critical of Vietham’s
rights record, rose to speak.

Arbitrary Detentions

Despite Vietnam’s denials that it arbitrarily
arrests and imprisons peaceful government
critics, human rights defenders, political
bloggers, and independent church activists,

The Federation welcomes contributions to
this publication from its member
associations and from the public, as well
as suggestions or comments that may help
improve its format or enrich its content.

Additional copies can be obtained by
writing to:

Vietnamese Canadian Federation

the government has arrested scores more 249 Rochester St.

since May.

In August, for example, the Vietnamese state
news agency reported that 27 people had
been arrested for their alleged links to the

Ottawa, ON K1R 7M9 Canada
Tel.: (613) 230-8282, Fax: (613) 230-8281
Email: vietfederation@yahoo.ca

Website: http://www.vietfederation.ca
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