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News Update 

 
Community Parade & 

Arrival of the last refugee family sponsored by the Vietnamese community in Ottawa  
 

1/ Community Parade, May 31, 2009 
 

In celebration of the Asian Heritage Month and the 30th anniversary of Project 4000, and to mark 
an important milestone on the Vietnamese Boat People Museum Project, the Vietnamese 
Canadian Federation has organized a parade and a ceremony for the dedication of the future site 
of the Museum on May 31, 2009 with the collaboration of the Vietnamese Canadian Community 
of Ottawa and Vietnamese organizations in Ottawa in other cities. 
 
The parade was led by the Ottawa Firefighters Band and, despite the unusual rain in May, was 
joined by about 300 people, including: Member of Parliament for Ottawa Centre Paul Dewar, 
Member of the Provincial Parliament of Ontario for Ottawa Centre Yasir Naqvi, representatives 
of the Ottawa Police, members of Vietnamese communities in Ottawa, Montreal, Kitchener-
Waterloo, the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces Veterans Association of Ontario, the 
Association of Former Cadets of Thu Duc Military Academy in Ontario, and the Vietnamese 
Red Berets Family of Montreal.    
 



 2

 
 
 
Following the parade, a ceremony for the dedication of the future site of the Vietnamese Boat 
People Museum was held at the corner of Preston Street and Somerset Street West where a piece 
of land was purchased for the Museum by the Vietnamese Canadian Federation on April 30, 
2009.  The ceremony was concluded with a reception and an entertainment program featuring 
Ottawa singers Tuan Hoa and Ivy O. 
 
The Vietnamese Canadian Federation was supported in the organization of this event by the 
Celebrate Ontario Program, the Vietnamese Alliance Church of Ottawa, the Vietnamese 
Canadian Senior Citizens Association of Ottawa, the Vietnamese Buddhist Association of 
Ottawa (Tu An Temple), the Hieu Giang Temple, and the Pho Da Temple, and the Ottawa 
Vietnamese Canadian Cultural Organization.   
 
 
In addition, financial support was also given by TD Canada Trust, the Catholic Immigration 
Centre, the Somerset West Community Health Centre, Dr. Thanh Duong, Mrs. Hue Chau 
Truong, Ms. Cuc Lam, VN Printing, Drs. Trang Nguyen and Vu Nguyen, Den Garage, Chez 
Nam Restaurant, Lawyer Khanh Vu, Lyan Pharmacy, Woodroffe Pharmacy, Lawyer Nhung 
Hoang, and Mr. John Phan and ReMax Realty.   
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The Honourable Jason Kenney -- Minister of Citizenship, Immigration, and Multiculturalism -- 
was unable to attend this event but his warm message of greetings was read by the MC to 
everyone at the beginning of the Museum site dedication ceremony.  
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Some pictures taken at this event can be seen in the following Picasa photo album: 
 
http://picasaweb.google.com/LDCan2006/CommunityParadeVBPMSiteDedication# 
 
2/ Arrival of last Vietnamese refugee family sponsored by the Vietnamese community in Ottawa  
 
The last of 16 Vietnamese refugee families sponsored by the Vietnamese community in Ottawa 
under the Freedom at Last Project of the Vietnamese Canadian Federation arrived here on June 
16 .  Quang Nguyen, his wife Mary Grace (Emelia) and their three young children Kenny (7), 
Kevin (9), and Phi Kelly (11) joined 15 other families who have arrived in Ottawa since April 
last year under the same project, initiated by the Vietnamese Canadian Federation in 2007 to 
resettle 90 refugee families who were stranded in the Philippines for almost 20 years.  This 
project was initiated by the Federation following the announcement made by the Honourable 
Diane Finley, former Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, that the government would 
facilitate the resettlement of these people in Canada based on humanitarian and compassionate 
consideration.   
 
Of the 90 families (275 persons) eligible for application for admission to Canada under this 
project, 87 families (265 persons) have been admitted to the country.  They were sponsored by 
community groups in Toronto, Vancouver, Ottawa/Montreal, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg, 
Hamilton, and Saskatoon.  In Ottawa, there are 8 such groups, including 4 religious organizations�
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Vietnamese Alliance Church) and 4 private groups (Ottawa Friends / Lac Viet (Montreal), Lien 
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Hoa, New Horizon, and NVC/LQS & Friends).  The Nguyen family was sponsored by the New 
Horizon group.  It is expected that the rest of the refugees will come to Canada over the next 
couple of months if their applications are approved.   
 
Through the coordination Freedom at Last Project and VOICE (Vietnamese Overseas Initiative 
for Community Empowerment), a non-profit and charitable organization based in the U.S., the 
refugees were assisted in making their journey from the Philippines to Canada, from submission 
of application to the Canadian Embassy in Manila, to medical examination, obtaining exit visas, 
and making travel arrangements.  Once in Canada, the sponsor groups assist them in the basic 
tasks of rebuilding their lives in Canada such as arranging for accommodation, medical 
insurance, enrolling the children in schools, and looking for employment for the adults.  Most of 
the refugees who have arrived here earlier were able to work and become self-sufficient shortly 
after their arrivals. 
 
The Honourable Jason Kenney, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration, and Multiculturalism, 
Member of Parliament for North Vancouver Andrew Saxton, also Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister, responsible for liaison with the ethnic communities, together with the representatives of 
the Vietnamese Canadian Federation (Danh Nguyen, Vice-President; Can D. Le, Commissioner 
for External Affairs and National Coordinator, Freedom at Last Project), the Vietnamese 
Canadian Community of Ottawa (Danh Lam Forsythe); Citizenship Court Judge Hai T. Ngo; the 
New Horizon Sponsor Group (Thanh Dung Nguyen and her husband Khanh Nguyen); the Dieu 
Khong Temple Sponsor Group (Ho Tran); Duong Nguyen and his son Williams (who came from 
the Philippines to Canada in July 2008), and other members of the Vietnamese community in 
Ottawa were at the airport to welcome the new refugees to Canada. 
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Following is the distribution of the refugee families (persons) resettled under the Freedom at 
Last  Project.  
 
Toronto, 27 (81); Vancouver, 22 (72); Ottawa, 16 (57); Calgary, 12 (41), Edmonton, 7 (16);  
Winnipeg, 3 (4); Hamilton, 2 (3); Saskatoon, 1 (1) 
 
Vietnamese Canadian Federation 
June 23, 2009 


