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Tuyén b6 ctia Ong Jason Kenney, Bd Trudng dac trach Van Héa ba
Dién va Bac Trwng Canada vé nhirng vi pham nhan quyén vira day tai
Viét Nam

Ottawa, ngay 13-10-2008
Ong Jason Kenney phé bién ban tuyén bd dudi day.

Toi rat quan tam vé nhirng sw vi pham quyén tw do tdn giao va nhan quyén doi voi
Cong Bbong Thién Chua Giao tai Viét Nam.

Vu nha cam quyén Viét Nam gan day tich thau va pha huy tai san cta Giao Hoi Thién
Chua Giao; sach nhiéu Birc Téng Giam Muc Ngb Quang Kiét; dan ap va bét gitr nhirng
ngwoi bi€u tinh 6n hoa la nhirng hanh dong vi pham quyén tw do tin nguwdng da tao ra
moét duwong huéng dang lo ngai.

Toi va cac dang vién clia Bang Bao Tha Canada Ién an hanh déng ctia cac nhém duoc
nha nwéce hé tro nham dung bao Iwc dé 4p dao giao dan tai Viét Nam. Chung téi kéu
goi chinh phu Viét Nam nén xét lai quyét dinh tich thau déat cla giao dan Thai Ha va cua
Toa Thanh, va tra lai tw do cho nhitng ngudi bi bat vi da tham gia vao nhitng budi cau
nguyén va bi€u tinh bat bao dong.

M6t l1an nira, ching tdi kéu goi nha cam quyén Viét Nam hay tra lai tw do cho Linh Muc

Nguyén Van Ly, nguwdi da bi két &n 8 nam td nAm 2007 vi da “tuyén truyén chdng
chinh phud” va tat ca cac tu nhan chinh tri va cac tu nhan tén giado khac.

Chung t6i cling mudn bay td mdi quan tam vé sy bat giam va xr an hai nha bao

Nguyén Van Hai va Nguyén Viét Chién vé tdi “lam dung quyén hanh”, chi vi ho da giam
Viét su that.

Quyén tw do tdn giao va tw do ngon luan la hai quyén can ban ctia moi ngudi. Chang
t6i kéu goi nha cam quyén Viét Nam hay chirng td6 ho ton trong hai quyén can ban nay.

(ban dich clia Lién Hoi Nguoi Viét Canada)




October 13, 2008

Statement by Secretary of State Jason Kenney, M.P. on Recent Rights
Violations in the Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Ottawa — The Hon. Jason Kenney released the following statement:

“It is with great concern that we have learned about the recent crackdown on the
religious and civil rights of the Catholic community in Vietham.

Recent steps by Viethamese authorities to confiscate and destroy Catholic properties;
the harassment of Archbishop Joseph Ngo Quang Kiet; and attacks on and the arrest of
peaceful protestors, constitute a disturbing pattern of the violation of religious freedom.

My colleagues and | in the Conservative Party of Canada condemn the actions of state-
sponsored groups, especially those using violence, against Catholic parishioners in
Vietnam. We call on Government of Vietnam to revisit its decision to confiscate
property from the Thai Ha parish and the former Apostolic Nunciature, and to release all
of those being detained for having participated in recent prayer vigils and peaceful
protests.

| renew our call on Vietnamese authorities to release Father Nguyen Van Ly, who was
sentenced to eight years of imprisonment in 2007 for having conducted “anti-
government propaganda,” and all other political and religious prisoners.

We also express our concern about the recent arrest and upcoming trial in Vietnam of
whistleblowing journalists Nguyen Van Hai and Nguyen Viet Chien for “abuse of power.”

Freedom of religion and freedom of speech are universal rights, and we call upon the
Vietnamese authorities to demonstrate their respect for these principles.



